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The Truth of Democracy 

 “Democracy is not simply a license to indulge individual whims and proclivities. It is also holding 

oneself accountable to some reasonable degree for the conditions of peace that impact the lives of 

those who inhabit one’s beloved extended community” (Aberjhani) The famous writer Aberjhani spoke 

these bold words. He was an American author who wrote many things about literature, especially the 

politics in America. In that quote, he was trying to convey the message that democracy is not just about 

making one single person happy and improving their life, but it is about improving the community’s lives 

as a whole.  

 When you break down Aberjhani’s excerpt, the first sentence basically translates to this: 

Democracy, the system of government by which a whole population is represented by an elected 

representative, is not just a way to allow oneself to enjoy their own desires and specific wants/needs. 

This tells us it is about more than just the representatives themselves. As we continue in the translation, 

we discover this: It is also about holding the representative partially responsible for the conditions of 

peace that affect the lives of those in one’s community. This sentence shows us that it matters what 

happens to the community. Together, these sentences tell us that democracy is about improving the 

lives of as many people as possible. 

 Every four years, presidential elections are at large in America. People look to the best candidate 

to represent our country. This person usually brings out problems that Americans have noticed. They 

also come up with their own solution. For example, President Barack Obama saw a problem with 

healthcare in our country. He believed that everyone in the US should have access to healthcare. His 



solution to this problem was Obamacare. This provided low-charge or possibly free healthcare to people 

across the nation. By doing this, many people believe that President Obama helped our country as a 

whole.  

 Overall, this quote is very powerful. It shows the world what a true democracy really is and how 

to achieve it. It is not just about what one person desires, but what the community desires as a whole. 

This is the whole reason a representative is elected in the first place. They represent our society. Our 

wants and our needs. Democracy is about more than benefitting just one person. It is about benefitting 

the entire nation.  

 


